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To get more freight traffic off the road, the Flemish government is investing 
through public-private partnerships in strengthening the infrastructure for inland 
waterway transport. De Vlaamse Waterweg has appointed Via T Albert to rebuild 
seven bridges over the Albert Canal in a first project cluster. BM Engineering is 
responsible for the quay walls, abutments, and bridge piers.

Because the canal is not deep enough and the bridges are not high enough, the 
clearance height of the bridges in Eigenbilzen, Zutendaal, Stokrooie, 
Kwaadmechelen Zwartenhoek, Eindhout, Geel-Stelen, and Herentals-Lier will be 
raised to a minimum of 9.10 meters. This increases the efficiency of inland 
waterway transport in general and provides a boost for container shipping. Due 
in part to the further development of the terminals on the Left Bank in Antwerp, 
significant growth in freight transport is expected by 2030. Therefore, 
alternatives to truck transport are more than welcome.

Via T Albert is a collaboration between Franki Construct, Kumpen, Hye, Aswebo, 
and Aelterman in a company that was established specifically for this project. The 
consortium is responsible for the design, construction, and financing, as well as 
the maintenance of the bridges for the first 30 years. The contract between the 
Flemish government and Via T Albert was signed on August 31, 2017. Barely 3 
months later, the first sheet pile was already driven into the ground. The 7 new 
bridges must be completed within 3 years.

BM takes on the study, design, and supervision of a number of sub-projects as a 
subcontractor of Via T Albert. The quay walls are being renewed at every location 
where a bridge is being built, over a combined length of 3 kilometers. For each 
bridge, BM also produces detailed construction studies of the abutments – with 
embankments and retaining structures for the approach ramps – and of the 
bridge piers. Even though the 7 bridges are being built simultaneously, each 
bridge is different. Because the positioning of the bridge and the presence of 
underground structures differs at each location, each bridge must be considered 
as a separate design. With 7 bridges within a timeframe of 3 years, this is once 
again a major engineering structures project for BM's Civil Engineering 
department.

Construction partners:
• De Vlaamse Waterweg (Brussels) – client / building owner
• Via T Albert – main contractor
• BM Engineering (Kortrijk) – Civil engineering


